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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

According to one aspect, a method in a system for transferring accounting 
information comprises: metering data related to a service used by at least 
one terminal, providing the metered data as accounting information to at least 
one Extensible Authentication Protocol (EAP) service authorization server, 
sending, by means of an Extensible Authentication Protocol request (EAp- 
request), a service authorization request from said at least one EAP service 
authorization server to said at least one temiinal, digitally signing accounting 
information, in said at least one temiinal, including, at said at least one temiinal, 
the digitally signed accounting information in an Extensible Authentication 
Protocol response (EAp-response), and sending the digitally signed accounting 
information to an AAA-server. 

According to another aspect, a system for transferring accounting 
information comprises: a metering server for metering data related to a service, 
an Extensible Authentication Protocol (EAP) authorization server including a 
generator for generating Extensible Authentication Protocol request (Eap- 
request) service authorizations, and a network connection means, a terminal 
including a signer arranged to digitally sign verified accounting information, an 
Extensible Authentication Protocol response (EAp-response) generator 
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arranged to insert verified and digitally signed accounting information in EAp- 
responses, and a network connection means, and an Authentication 
Authorization Accounting server arranged to manage accounting information 

relating to at least one terminal. 

According to yet another aspect, a method in a terminal comprises: 
collecting data corresponding to accounting infomnation relevant for at least one 
service presently utilized in the terminal, receiving an Extensible Authentication 
Protocol request (EAp-request) including accounting information relevant for said 
at least one service presently utilized in the terminal, comparing said received 
accounting information with the collected data, and, if the collected data 
corresponds with the accounting information said method further comprising: 
digWally signing said received accounting infomnation, and sending the digitally 
signed accounting infomiation an Extensible Authentication Protocol response 
(EAP- response). 

According to a further aspect, a terminal comprises: a collector arranged 
to collect data corresponding to accounting information relevant for at least one 
service presently utilized in the WLAN temninal, a comparing device arranged to 
compare the collected data with received accounting information, a signer 
arranged to digitally sign verified accounting information, an 
ExtensiblAuthentication Protocol response (EAP- response) generator arranged 

to insert digitally signed 
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accounting information in EAp-responses, and a network connection means. 

According to yet another aspect, a method in an Extensible Authentication 
Protocol (EAP) service authorization server, said method comprises: receiving 
accounting information related to at least one terminal, inserting said accounting 
information in an Extensible Authentication Protocol request (EAp-request), 
And sending said EAp-request to the at least one terminal, ccording to yet 
another aspect, an Extensible Authentication Protocol (EAP) service 
authorization server comprises: an accounting information receiver for receiving 
accounting information relating to at least one terminal an ExtensibAuthentication 
Protocol request (EAP- request) generator arranged to insert accounting 
information of at least one terminal in an EAp-request, and a network connection 
means. 

These features are not found or suggested in the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas R. Peeso whose telephone number is 571 272- 
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3809. The examiner can nomrially be reached on Mon.-Fri, 7:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. The 
central fax number for the office is 571 273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron, can be reached on 571 272-3799. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see 
http://pair -direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the 
Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 
866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Thomas R. Peeso 
Primary Examiner 



12 July 2006 



